state of their own, was eminently justified. What is more, the events
of these early years and the manner in which the people of Pakistan
faced them, have filled us with hope and confidence for the future.
It was not the maturity of our administration or any previous expe-
rience or preparation that helped us to tide over the almost insur-
mountable difficulties that appeared in our way. Experience or pre-
paredness we had none; for there had been no time for these. It was
the fortitude and the determination and the self-sacrifice of the com-
mon man and woman which came to our rescue and gave our young
state a momentum which will not be easily exhausted and which we
believe will grow in strength. No new state could have been launched
on its career under greater handicaps. But these three years of strug-
gle have made us a wiser and more unified nation than we could
have otherwise hoped to become within such a short time. Although
they demanded great courage, patience and vigilance, they have en-
deared our freedom to us even more and have shown to us very
clearly the path to a bright future.
To what use do the Muslims who form the majority of the people
of Pakistan propose to put their freedom? This is a question which
we as a nation have pointedly asked ourselves and to which we have
a clear and unhesitating answer.
First, we are determined that the Muslims in our State shall be
enabled to order their lives in accordance with their faith; that at
the same time our minorities shall enjoy full rights of citizenship and
shall freely profess and practise their religions and develop their
cultures, and that their legitimate interests and the interests of the
backward and depressed classes shall be adequately safeguarded.
Second, we are pledged to the principles of democracy, freedom,
equality, tolerance and social justice as enunciated by Islam. This
does not mean theocracy; for Islam does not believe either in priest-
hood or in the caste system. On the contrary our conception of de-
mocracy is possibly even more comprehensive than that which is
contained in the institutions of universal franchise and majority rule.
For it embraces social and economic justice, the right of private
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